for the first time and required at least 65 percent new content. Since June 2016, we have reduced the requirement on new content to 33 percent, to encourage the submission of extended conference papers and to align with the practice of other IEEE transactions. We have also modified TCC policies to allow comments papers in addition to regular research papers. We hope such policy changes will provide more opportunities for idea exchange amongst members of the cloud computing community.
We have seen a steady growth of submissions to the journal. We have also taken measures to improve the paper review process. We have set explicit performance objectives, and have been closely monitoring the performance of the Associate Editors and reviewers and providing timely performance feedback. It is gratifying to see that our efforts have paid off. The average time from submission to first decision is 75 days in 2016, which represents over 20 percent reduction of the number for 2015. In order to improve the time from acceptance to publication, we have temporarily suspended taking new proposals for special issues. Further, we have substantially increased the total page budget for TCC in 2017.
We have continued to develop the TCC community. We have made arrangements with two key conferences in cloud computing-IEEE International on Cloud Engineering (IC2E) and IEEE International Conference on Cloud Computing Technology and Science (CloudCom), so that the best papers from these conferences can be recommended to TCC and fast-tracked in the TCC review process. In addition, these conferences have agreed to include special TCC sessions in their program for the presentation of papers to be published in TCC. These arrangements will help socialize TCC with the attendees of the conferences, allow TCC authors to publicize their work at an early opportunity, and attract more high-quality submissions to TCC.
We have also been leveraging various IEEE channels to promote TCC. For example, the February 2017 issue of the IEEE Computer Society Computer magazine will feature a TCC paper in its popular department entitled "Spotlight on Transactions". Beginning in 2017, TCC will take part in the IEEE CS Colloquium, a magazine-style printed digest that publishes article abstracts from participating IEEE Transactions.
I would like to conclude by expressing by gratitude to the authors, reviewers and readers for their continued support for TCC, and to the research community at large for sustaining TCC as the premier forum for cloud computing research and innovation.
Hui Lei Editor-in-Chief
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